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1 . PLEASE PASS THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM NOEL HINNERS OF 
NASA TO ACADEMICIAN PETROV OF INTERCOSMOS. 

2. APRIL 10, 1978 
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ACADEMICIAN BORIS N. PETROV 
CHAIRMAN, COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION IN THE EXPLORATION 
AND USES OF OUTER SPACE 
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF THE USSR 
LENINSKY PROSPECT, 14 
MOSCOW, V-71, USSR 
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DEAR ACADEMICIAN PETROV: 

PROFESSOR V. G. KURT OF THE SOVIET SPACE RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
HAS SENT PROFESSOR G. W. CLARK OF MIT A PROPOSED OBSERVATION 
TO MAP THE X-RAY EMISSION FROM THE RADIO LOBES OF CEN A, 

USING SAS-3. SAS-3 (SMALL ASTRONOMICAL SATELLITE-3) IS A 
THREE-AXIS STABILIZED X-RAY SATELLITE SCIENTIFICALLY 
DIRECTED BY THE CENTER FOR SPACE RESEARCH OF THE 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY. 

PROFESSOR KURT'S PROPOSED OBSERVATION SEEMS TO US WELL 
SUITED FOR OBTAINING SIGNIFICANT RESULTS FROM THE SAS-3 
FACILITY. THE 2 DEGREES TUBULAR COLLIMETORS WOULD BE THE 
PRIME INSTRUMENT. AND THE SATELLITE WOULD BE CONTROLLED SO 
AS TO PERFORM A TWO-DIMENSIONAL RASTER SCAN OVER THE RADIO 
LOBE REGION OF CEN A. HAVING SUCH MERIT, THE PROPOSED 

OBSERVATION APPEARS TO BELONG IN OUR JOINT WORKING GROUP 
ON NEAR-EARTH SPACE, THE MOON AND THE PLANETS. 

IF YOU AGREE THAT OUR JOINT WORKING GROUP SHOULD TAKE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THIS PROPOSED COOPERATION ACTIVITY, I 
WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR INFORMING PROFESSOR KURT THAT WE ARE 
PREPARED TO OFFER HIM UP TO FIVE DAYS OF SAS-3 OBSERVATION 
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TIME. WE WOULD BE PLEASED TO HAVE ONE OR TWO SOVIET 
SCIENTISTS AT THE M.I.T. CENTER FOR SPACE RESEARCH WHEN THE 
OBSERVATIONS ARE BEING MADE, (WE WOULD HOPE THAT 
PROFESSOR KURT COULD ATTEND.) FUNDING FOR THE VISIT WOULD 
BE ACCORDING TO THE USUAL NASA-ACADEMY ARRANGEMENTS. FOR 
ANY QUESTIONS THAT MIGHT ARISE, VERESHCHETIN OF INTERCOS- 
MOS AND TERRELL OF NASA WOULD BE THE POINTS OF CONTACT. 

YOUR THOUGHTS ON THIS SUBJECT WOULD BE MOST WELCOME. 

SINCERELY, 

NOEL W. HINNERS 

ASSOCIATE ADMINISTRATOR FOR 

SPACE SCIENCE 

NASA 

VANCE 
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